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long time. Since Smolensk I have passed through
nothing but burning towns and villages. Your patri-
otism is mere madness. Peter the Great himself
would call you barbarians; and what would he say if
he were to breathe the ashes of Moscow? Rostopchin's
madness costs you more than ten battles. Besides,
what has this fire profited you ? Are there not enough
houses left for my generals ? Do not my soldiers find
abundant stores in your cellars? But, once more,
I didn't come to your capital to settle down there.
I should have halted at the gates, I should have
quartered my army in the suburbs, I should have
declared Moscow a neutral town, if Alexander had
said a word. That word I waited for several hours;
I desired it. The slightest step would have shown
to me that Alexander still felt in the bottom of his
heart some trace of attachment to me. Then we
should have promptly made peace without outside
interference. He would have said to me, as ho did
at Tilsit, that he had been cruelly deceived about
me, and everything would have been quickly for-
gotten. Instead of that, you see where we are!
How much blood has been shed* what evils encom-
pass us, from not understanding each other!"

Napoleon's great mistake lay in thinking that Mos-
cow was like Berlin and Vienna. He had counted
on a war in accordance with the rules, and he found
a savage war. He was like a duellist who should
expect a small sword and faces a club* This is
expressed by Count Leo Tolstoi, in his War and